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The Sparrow and the Hare 

Let us show, in a few lines, that it is unwise to 
be heedless of ourselves, while we are giving 
advice to others. 

A Sparrow upbraided a Hare that had been 
pounced upon by an Eagle, and was sending 
forth piercing cries. “Where now,” said he, “is 
that fleetness for which you are so remarkable? 
Why were your feet thus tardy?” While he was 
speaking, a Hawk seizes him unawares, and 
kills him, shrieking aloud with vain complaints. 
The Hare, almost dead, as a consolation in his 
agony, exclaimed: “You, who so lately, free 
from care, were ridiculing my misfortunes, 
have now to deplore your own fate with as 
woful cause.” 

By Henry Thomas Riley 

Still to give cautions, as a friend, 
And not one’s own affairs attend, 
Is but impertinent and vain, 
As these few verses will explain. 
A Sparrow taunted at a Hare 

Caught by an eagle high in air, 
And screaming loud— “Where now,” says she, 
“Is your renown’d velocity? 
Why loiter’d your much boasted speed?” 
Just as she spake, an hungry glede 
Did on th’ injurious railer fall, 
Nor could her cries avail at all. 
The Hare, with its expiring breath, 
Thus said: “See comfort ev’n in death! 
She that derided my distress 
Must now deplore her own no less.” 

By Christopher Smart 
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